RS Gh
= The Education University

of Hong Kong

EEEIP b=
B EFRE

2022 - 2024

Xiqu and Intangible
Cultural Heritage Centre

i
>t

Development Report

| 2 A S
(i) \ RIERSM AR © mumppnmrs
\@ Academy for Educational \ y o mm"?"g}f&]c‘;‘":' f:“"““’“ fon

Development and Innovation



HE B REAF SRR

PSR {Enm

o BARIEFRE /PO E B EE N E

BE > PR REEMNEE > BRE
SRS EAMAR By — 35 X Wy B oA
RANRATE  REBEEUREMHE FHT
BRAAIF AR ;

BANEEBNREWY > RIIFERTAREN
BE > THBRTREAEHAELERE
7 e

FETIF

HBEBAREHHE KA BRBHE ;
BERENHEM (BEELRAZE ) fosh
HREE M ABERENES ;

B 2— T & - A BB B I
HAT2HEABEES ;

Ak R AR BAR o AMKE - BUF - X
Fr-7u At B 0 P B9 AR RS A B R f AR

18 Bh 4 A [ A0 B AR A R R | B ALK > T
By R4 B S Enis > UEF R 2
£

BUBREK > XRBEROBAE > UFH
BRHRATHELEEW ;
FRAXULFEE T > FlanR L H R
BT URHELEHEY -

ABOUT AEDI

Vision and Mission of AEDI

e To create a higher level of synergy among

Centres/Institutes and enhance inter-centre
and inter-disciplinary collaboration as well as
facilitate one-stop coherent collaboration with
external agencies;

To serve as a hub of educational development
and innovation under EAUHK in the contexts
of Hong Kong, Greater Bay Areas and beyond,
To generate income, attract donations,
enhance EdUHK’s image and create social
impact for educational and related
communities.

Major Work

To bid for tenders, consultancy projects and
undertake externally funded projects;

To work with internal units including but not
limited to Faculties and external bodies to
operate self-financing programmes and
activities;

To serve as a central platform for interested
colleagues to engage in self-financing
activities under a second contract or special
approval arrangement;

To strengthen the partnership and networks
with kindergartens and schools, other
universities, government, industry, and
related sectors; and

To empower Kkindergartens and schools to
become future-oriented organisations
building upon their traditional strengths to
better serve the students of today and
tomorrow.

To reinforce government policy and support
teaching and learning of schools to
continuously nurture educators and social
leaders.

To seek donations for various purposes e.g.
professorship endowment and professor
emeritus as well as sponsorship of PhD
studentship.
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ABOUT XICH

The predecessor of “Xiqu and Intangible Cultural
Heritage Centre” (XICH), The Education
University of Hong Kong (EAUHK) was the
“Research Centre for Transmission of Cantonese
Opera” (RCTCO). Established in 2018, the Centre
optimises donations and project fundings to
achieve self-financing and self-sufficiency in
administrative operations. Grounded in academic
research, the latest digital technologies and a
network of professional artists and schools,
RCTCO has become a focal agency locally and
internationally for research, pedagogy, and
promotion of Cantonese opera.

In August 2023, the Centre expanded its research,
pedagogy, and promotion scope and has been
renamed “Xiqu and Intangible Cultural Heritage
Centre”, and affiliated to the newly established
"Academy for Educational Development and
Innovation” (AEDI) at the Education University of
Hong Kong, hoping to promote Chinese culture
and heritage more extensively locally and
overseas. The new Centre inherits the previous
direction of promoting Cantonese opera and
expands to other Xiqu genres and all intangible
cultural heritage projects to promote Chinese
traditional culture. Through research and
knowledge transfer activities related to Xiqu and
intangible cultural heritage inheritance and
education, the Centre develops high-quality
teaching materials, and promotes the sustainable
development of the Xiqu and intangible cultural
heritage industry in Hong Kong.

Mission & Vision

e To actively serve as a hub of Xiqu and
intangible cultural heritage in the national
and international level, in response to the
National “14th Five-Year Plan” for its clear
support towards Hong Kong developing into
an East-meets-West centre for international
cultural exchange;

e To generate new self-financed programmes
and activities, collaborated with external
organisations;

o To empower schools to promote and transmit
Chinese culture and intangible cultural
heritage in the school curriculum
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Greater Bay Area Cantonese Opera
Transmission and Development
Symposium 2022

"The Art of Singing Bong Wong"
Seminar

Quality Education Fund Sharing
Session on "Learning Cantonese
Opera and Development of
Cultural and Life Education”

Cantonese Opera Teaching Award
for Hong Kong Music Teachers
Award Presentation Ceremony

Press Conference on iPad
application “Yueju Accomp”

The Legacy of Cantonese Arts -
Dr Kwong Kai-to Memorial
Exhibition of Calligraphy and
Painting

Tea Gathering on “A Survey of
Audiences’ View on Cantonese
Opera Performances in Hong
Kong”
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o Greater Bay Area Cantonese Opera

Transmission and Development
Symposium 2023

Exchange Activities with
Guangzhou Cultural Centre

The Legacy of Cantonese Arts -
Alumni Cantonese Opera Concert
2023

Shatin Cantonese Opera Funday
2024 - e-Accompaniment

Quality Education Fund Teachers’
Professional Experience Sharing
Month 2024 - "Learning Cantonese
Opera and Development of Cultural
and Life Education" (Organized by
Education Bureau)

The Legacy of Cantonese Arts -
Cantonese Opera Singing Group
Annual Performance 2024
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APSMER 2023 in Seoul - The 14th
Asia Pacific Symposium for Music
Education Research - “Music in the
Life, Life in the Music”

"100 University-Level Academic
Lectures" and Academic Report for
the University Anniversary 2023 -
From Research to International
Exchange: Experience Sharing (East
China Normal University)

Tradition, Ethnic, World:
International Perspectives on
Higher Education in Aesthetic and
Traditional Art Education Forum
(China University of Political
Science and Law)

The Evolution of Traditional Arts
in a Changing Social Environment:
Development and Reflection of
Hong Kong Cantonese Opera
(Department of Art Management
and Cultural Exchange, National
Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts)

National First-Class Discipline
Development in Musicology,
Provincial First-Class Course on
Construction Lectures Series:
"Frontiers and Hotspots in Basic
Music Education Research and
Preparation for PhD Applications"
(Guizhou Normal University)
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o National First-Class Discipline

Development in Musicology,
Provincial First-Class Course on
Construction Lectures Series:
"Closed-Door Seminar - Career
Development and Planning for
University Music Teachers"
(Guizhou Normal University)

Development of the Xiqu Industry
in the New Era - The 9th
Symposium on the
Communication and Development
of Xiqu Culture (Department of
Art Management and Cultural
Exchange, National Academy of
Chinese Theatre Arts)

. Academic Symposium on Global

Perspectives towards Talent
development in Music Education
(Art & Media College, Beijing
Normal University)

UCLA Hong Kong Studies Lecture
- “Cantonese Opera: Connecting
Music with Language’’

UNESCO The World Alliance for
Arts Education (WAAE) World
Conference on Culture and Arts
Education 2024 in Abu Dhabi

Researchers Workshop and
Teaching Seminar on New
Research and Teaching Staff of
Music Education for Primary and
Secondary Schools in Guangdong
Province 2024 (Guangdong
Academy of Education)

National First-Class Discipline
Development Lectures Series:
"Music Education Research:
Fields/Methods/Development"
(Academy of Music, Hebei
Normal University)
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o National First-Class Discipline

Development Lectures Series:
"Trends in International Higher
Music Education and
Undergraduate Talent Cultivation"
(School of Music, Hebei Normal
University)

Grand Lecture of Dongwu
Aesthetic Education, Soochow
University - "Empirical Research in
Music Education”, “Submitting to
International Music Education
Journals: Methods and Strategies"
(School of Music, Soochow

University)

"Cultivating Students' Common
Competencies and Values through
Music Education" (School of Arts,
Nanchang University)

"National Training Program (2023)'
- Key Music Teachers' Teaching
Design and Implementation
Ability Training Class in Jiangxi
Province Rural Primary School
(Jiangxi Provincial Department of
Education)

Exhibition Activities on
"Excellence Classroom" of Music
Discipline in Shunde District
Primary and Secondary School
(Shunde Education Development
Centre)

The 15th Cross-Strait, Hong Kong
and Macau Art Forum (Macau)

The First Music Empirical
Research Forum (School of Music,
Hebei Normal University)



mENfE R

2027

KB ERERBFRMATE2022

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

Greater Bay Area Cantonese Opera Transmission and Development Symposium

2022
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Held on December 10, 2022 at the Tea House
Theatre of Xiqu Centre, organised by RCTCO and
co-organized with the Department of Cultural and
Creative Arts of EQUHK and the Xiqu Centre of the
West Kowloon Cultural District. The event was
supported by the China Quyi Artists Association
Hong Kong Member Branch and funded by the
Cantonese Opera Development Fund.

At the symposium, an array of scholars, artists and
practitioners of Cantonese opera , and other related
professionals in Hong Kong and mainland China
shared their insights on five themes: ‘Professional
Training’, ‘Audience Building, ‘School and
Community Education’, ‘Cultural Exchange’and
‘Government Policy and Support, enabled
participants to have a better understanding of the
transmission of Cantonese opera in the Greater Bay
Area.

On the same occasion,the establishment of the
“Greater Bay Area Cantonese Opera Development
Alliance” was announced. The Alliance comprises
14 members from academic institutions or
organisations of Cantonese opera across the Greater
Bay Area, aiming to foster the academic, cultural
and arts exchange on Cantonese opera. With
RCTCO serving as the alliance's secretariat, we
forge close collaboration among Greater Bay Area
counterparts and promote the transmission of
Cantonese opera through our connections with the
world.
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Young Cantonese opera actors perform
excerpts to celebrate the symposium.
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BEIPEE BN HRTAEATE
Professor John Lee Chi-kin, the then 5 »

EdUHK Vice President (Academic) and
Provost, announces the “Declaration of
Cantonese Opera Development in the
Greater Bay Area”, pledging the
members’ determination to promote
the transmission of Cantonese opera.
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"The Art of Singing Bong Wong" Seminar
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Organised by the Cantonese Opera Advancement
Association and produced by RCTCO, this
community arts education event allows the public
to learn music and art knowledge while listening
and enhancing their analytical ability in
Cantonese opera. At the event, the knowledge of
Bong Wong was explained by Professor Leung Bo-
wah, the Centre's director of RCTCO, while
demonstrations were given by Cantonese opera
singers Mr Ruan Dewen, Ms Ng Miu-sheung, Mr
Liang Zhenwen, and Ms Jackie Leung Tsz-Kei. The
lecture was given in an easy-to-understand and
interesting approach to deliver Cantonese opera
knowledge to the public in order to improve the
quality of the audience.

11
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Quality Education Fund Sharing Session on "Learning Cantonese Opera and
Development of Cultural and Life Education”
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APt smae LEEE
o BAEHBTRE -
Teachers from the project
performed Cantonese opera
and share their learning
experiences on the stage.

The “Learning Cantonese Opera and Development
of Cultural and Life Education" project was funded
by the Quality Education Fund and jointly
organised by RCTCO and the Centre for Religious
and Spirituality Education of EQUHK. The project
was to conduct a one-school-year (40 lessons, 3
hours each) Cantonese opera teaching training for
music teachers to strengthen their foundation in
Cantonese opera knowledge and their singing,
listening, and appreciation skills. It also provided
teaching guidance on Cantonese opera and life
education with the support of instructors from
EdUHK.

On February 6, 2023, RCTCO held a Sharing Session
for the project at the Grand Theatre of Xiqu Center.
Teachers who participated in the project performed
Cantonese opera on the stage as a showcase of their
learning outcomes, as well as shared their learning
experiences. In addition to the teachers, we also
invited a professional troupe and renowned
performers of Cantonese opera to perform so that
teachers and students can enjoy Cantonese opera
performances up close and interact with the
performers. The event received enthusiastic
support and response from teachers and students
from participating schools, the educational, cultural
and Cantonese opera circles, and the general public.
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Performing guests for the Sharing Session

< Mr Lam Tin-yau and Ms Cheng Nga-ki

W Christie To Wing Sum and Szeto Hoi-yee
from Hong Kong Young Talent
Cantonese Opera Troupe

13
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Cantonese Opera Teaching Award for Hong Kong Music Teachers 2022

Award Presentation Ceremony
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To promote the inheritance and sustainable
development of Cantonese Opera, RCTCO and the
Xiqu Centre of the West Kowloon Cultural District
jointly organised the first "Cantonese Opera
Teaching Award for Hong Kong Music Teachers" in
2022, which was sponsored by the Rural Training
College Alumni Association, to celebrate and
encourage the efforts and creativity of primary and
secondary school teachers in Cantonese opera
teaching.

The Award aims to recognise outstanding teachers
in teaching Cantonese Opera and their schools who
support Cantonese Opera education; to encourage
music teachers in primary and secondary schools to
teach Cantonese Opera in innovative and effective
ways, in order to enhance the knowledge and
interest of primary and secondary students in
Cantonese Opera; and to promote and facilitate the
development of Cantonese Opera education in
Hong Kong.

We received submissions from various teachers
from Hong Kong primary and secondary schools.
Awardees of each group were selected after the
discussion of judicators. The Award Presentation
was held on February 6, 2023 at Tea House Theatre
of Xiqu Centre, to announce the results and present
the award to the awardees.

MR EX

Awards Presentation

-«
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Ms Leung On-to (New Asia Middle School) and Ms Kar Wing-suet Janet (Ng Wah
Catholic Primary School), the Golden Awardees for secondary and primary school
categories, share their acceptance speech and teaching experience.
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Press Conference on iPad application "Yueju Accomp”
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“Yueju Accomp” was developed by Professor Leung
Bo-wah, Director of RCTCO, and Dr. Leung Chi-hin
of the Department of Cultural and Creative Arts,
EdUHK, and was funded by the EAUHK ‘iTech
Fund. It is the first application on Yueju
accompaniment that has been patented in Hong
Kong by the Intellectual Property Department
(Patent no.: 30074358). The application combines
traditional Cantonese operatic music with modern
technology, in order to provide music education at
schools and the public with a user-friendly
application to experience the accompaniment of
Cantonese operatic music.

On March 18, 2023, RCTCO held a press conference
on “Yueju Accomp” in the Seminar Hall of Xiqu
Centre to present its features and a demonstration.
Teachers who participated in the trial stage also
shared their teaching uses and outcomes. The press
conference was attended by nearly 100 teachers
and public audience, who were Cantonese opera
lovers. During the trial session, the participants
performed the song ‘Fragrant Sacrifice’ together,
creating a joyful atmosphere.

BB TR (Fhid) P
Scan QR code to download
“Yueju Accomp”

15



ERESF——RREHEIRSEER

The Legacy of Cantonese Arts — Dr Kwong Kai-to Memorial Exhibition of

Calligraphy and Painting
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The “The Legacy of Cantonese Arts” project aims to
promote Lingnan arts and Cantonese -culture
through various activities and to commemorate the
late Dr Kwong Kai-to, who was an EdUHK
Honorary Fellow, and a veteran educator, a
philanthropist, Chinese calligrapher and artist, who
devoted his life to the promotion and development
of Chinese arts and cultural education. The
exhibition was part of this project. RCTCO and CCA
co-organized the exhibition in EAUHK Library from
March 25 to May 31, 2023, to exhibit the calligraphy
and painting of Dr Kwong. The Opening Ceremony
was held on March 25, 2023..

A FREE L
Dr Kwong Kai-to
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Tea Gathering on "A Survey of Audiences’' View on Cantonese Opera

Performances in Hong Kong"
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Supported by The University Grants Committee
(UGC)'s Research Matching Grant Scheme, RCTCO
conducted “A Survey of Audiences’ View on
Cantonese Opera Performances in Hong Kong” in
early 2022. This research aims to investigate the
motivations, incentives and preference of Hong
Kong audiences to attend Cantonese opera
performances in order to provide insights for
decision-makers and producers of Cantonese opera
to comprehensively expand the audience and
enhance the artistic level in Cantonese opera.

On April 20, 2023, RCTCO held a tea gathering to
share and discuss the research results with
stakeholders from the Cantonese opera industry
and cultural and academic circles. In addition, the
research paper has been submitted to international
journal and is being arranged for publication,
allowing more international scholars to understand
the development of this exquisite Chinese
traditional art.

17
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Greater Bay Area Cantonese Opera Transmission and Development Symposium

2023
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Succeeding the achievements of the symposium in
December 2022, RCTCO, as the secretariat of the
“Greater Bay Area Cantonese Opera Development
Alliance”, and Xinghai Conservatory of Music co-
organized the "Greater Bay Area Cantonese Opera
Transmission and Development Symposium 2023"
on June 14 and 15, 2023. Together with the
members of the Alliance, we carried out seminars,
cultural salons, Cantonese opera performances, and
other activities in Guangzhou. It was the Centre's
first exchange activity in mainland China since the
pandemic, as well as the first round of activities
after the establishment of the Alliance. After two
large-scale forums, 18 organisations across the
Greater Bay Area have joined the Alliance.

NS AN
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Cultural salon
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Ip Tsz-yan, student of EAUHK, and
Liang Zhennan, student of Xinghai
Conservatory of Music, perform
“Breaking the Red Lantern”
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Exchange Activities with Guangzhou Cultural Centre

20234 6 16 H > 5% & & T XA B 45 7 ol RCTCO was invited by the Lingnan Folk Art
BT e e > BB Y R Institute of Guangzhou Cultural Centre to

. . 4 participate in exchange activities on June 16, 2023.
g > b Zs 52 N
VAR R REW G HY ST EARE It aimed to promote exchange between the two

BEAMBREL  HEAFHERIRIEXSN organisations through appreciating works and
HRFERE E—SHBAREELERAL learning the knowledge of Xiqu. During the
activities, we learned from each other, appreciated
performances, and discussed the sustainable
development of Lingnan Quyi and Cantonese opera
industry, expecting to further promote the talents
of Cantonese opera in the Greater Bay Area.

_ papkiARpAARALTS
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HZRKEE (LHEEE ) — i
Professor Leung Bo-wah and Ip
Tsz-yan, student of EdUHK,
perform “A Comedy of Errors in
the Flower Fields”.
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The Legacy of Cantonese Arts — EQUHK Alumni Cantonese Opera Concert 2023
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Held on November 19, 2023, at the Grand Theatre
of the Xiqu Centre in the West Kowloon Cultural
District. Co-organised by XICH and the Department
of Culture and Creative Arts of EQUHK, the concert
served as one of the celebration activities for the
30th anniversary of EQUHK, as well as part of the
project “The Legacy of Cantonese Arts 2023-24". It
was also the first large-scale event after the Centre
changed its name. The concert invited EAUHK
alumni and guests from different fields to showcase
their talents, which significantly contributed to the
promotion and development of Cantonese opera.

21



2024

LHERIFSH2024——E A

Shatin Cantonese Opera Funday 2024 -

e-Accompaniment
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Invited by the Cantonese Opera Advancement Association,
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Professor Leung Bo-wah, the Executive Director of XICH,
hosted a lecture on “e-Accompaniment” at the "Shatin " e

Cantonese Opera Funday 2024" on January 1, 2024.
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The Legacy of Cantonese Arts — Cantonese Opera Singing Group

Annual Performance 2024
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The “MUSES Cantonese Operatic Singing Group
Course” aims to enhance the EdUHK students’
knowledge and skills in Cantonese operatic singing.
Thanks to the generous support of the Rural
Training College Alumni Association, the program
was held again in 2023-24, and the “The Legacy of
Cantonese Arts - Cantonese Opera Singing Group
Annual Performance 2024” was held on June 4,
2024. The students performed a series of wonderful
Cantonese opera performances on stage,

showecasing their hard work, talent, and learning
achievements.
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Certificate in Professional Development Programme in Music Education - Cantonese Opera Education in

Primary School 2022, 2023 and 2024

(Government-funded programme approved by the Education Bureau)
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Opera Transmission And Development

"Learning Cantonese Opera and
Symposium 2022” - Leung Bo-Wah (2023)

Development of Cultural and Life
Education" - Leung Bo-Wah (2023)
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Scan QR codes to download the books

EEpRHAFIUER L Refereed Journal Articles

Leung, B. W. (2023). Informal learning of Cantonese operatic singing in Hong Kong: an
autoethnographic study. Pedagogy, Culture & Society, 31(3), 569-585.

Leung, B. W., & Fung, C. V. (2023). Perceptions surrounding the development of personal style in
Cantonese opera among artists, connoisseurs, and beginner audiences in Hong Kong. Psychology
of music, 51(1), 244-258.

Luo, Y., & Leung, B. W. (2023). Proposing an assessment framework for Cantonese operatic singing after
reviewing the current practices in Hong Kong and Guangdong, China. Music Education Research,
25(1), 102-117.

Luo, Y., & Leung, B. W. (2023). Proposing and piloting a criterion-and standard-based assessment
framework in teaching Cantonese operatic singing in Guangdong, China. British Journal of Music
Education, 1-24.

=5 Book Chapter

Leung, B. W. (2023). Transformation of traditional art forms in the evolving contexts: Cantonese opera in
Hong Kong as an example. In JORISSEN, B, UNTERBERG, L. & KLEPACKI, T. (eds.), Cultural
Sustainability and Arts Education: International Perspectives on the Aesthetics of Transformation

24 (pp. 53-63). Springer.
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FUTURE PLANS

o International Symposium on Xiqu and

intangible cultural heritage Development
2025 (Planned to launch in Hong Kong in
February 2025)

Advancing Chinese Traditional Culture in
Greater Bay Area Schools - Symposium for
Cantonese Opera Teaching 2025 (Planned to
launch in Hong Kong in May 2025)

Advancing Chinese Traditional Culture in
Greater Bay Area Schools - Symposium for
Cantonese Opera Teaching & Students
Exchange Activities 2025 (Planned to launch
in Guangzhou in June 2025)
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YOUR SUPORT!
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Since its establishment, XICH has maintained its administrative operations through self-financing.
Thus, the donations from all parties are particularly important to us. Thank you to the following donors
and organisations who have supported us throughout the years.
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